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“A REMARKABLE NEW BAEDEKER OF THE TOONS."
—GARRY

TRUDEAU, NEW YORK TIMES SOOK REVEW

WHEN T WAS VERY YOUNG, I HAD A RECURRENT DAYDREAM THAT THE WHOLE WORLD

WAS JUST A SAOW PUT ON FOR MY BENEF/7, THAT UNLESS T WAS PRESENT 0
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ALL OF US PERCEIVE THE YET OQUR SENSES CAN

LATER IN LIFE, T FOUND Q7HERS WHO HAD S/MILAR DAYDREAMS AS CHILDREN. WORLD AS A WHOLE THROUGH ONLY REVEAL A D
NONE OF US EVER REALLY BEL/IEVED THESE THEORIES, BUT WE HAD ALL BEE THE EXPERIENCE OF OUR THAT IS FEAGMV}%ZTLED
et SENSES. AND /NCOMPLETE

FASCINVATED BY THE FACT THAT THEY COULD NOT BE D/SPROVED,” - —
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;X’/EQDIEEE DM(,'\)AST W/DELY OUR PERCEPTION OF
EYEN 70DAY, AS I WRITE AND DRAW THIS I'VE NEVER BEEN I'VE NEVER SEEN IND CAN ONLY "REALITY" IS AN ACT OF
PANEL, T HAVE NO GUARANTEE THAT TO MOROCCO, BUT THE EARTH FROM SEE SO MUCH OF THE WORLD FAI7TH, BASED ON MERE
ANYTHING EXISTS OUTSIDE OF WHAT MY I TAKE IT ON FA/7# | | SPACE FIRSTHAND, IN THE COURSE OF A LIFE FRAGMENTS.
FIVE SENSES REPORT TO ME* A~ THAT THERE /S A YET 1 TRUST THAT :
LEE3e Sl === MOROCCO. THE EARTH IS 4
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AS /VFANTS, WE'RE UNABLE THE GAME PEEAK-A-B00" PLAYS
5 TO COMMIT THAT ACT OF FAITH. ON THIS IDEA. GRADUALLY, WE ALL
i Ier gHEe/% ”B;EN \}QUTCHAE };AvE\t\;ELN :;MWE CAN'T SEE IT, HEAR IT, LEARN THAT EVEN THOUGH THE SYGA7"
{ IELL 1T, 7ASTE 1T OR 7OUCH T, OF MOMMY COMES AND GOES,
ACROSS 7THE STREET, SEE MY ZEGS, i EVEN ITISN'T 7HERES MOMMY REMAINS.
YET I ASSUME IT YET YOU ASSUME THOUGH
HAS AN /N7ER/OR, THAT TH,E(?”IZE T/P\i/!(f;;’_l}t‘
THAT IT ISN'T JUST THERE. :
SOME BIG MOVIE Peek-A-Boo!
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¥ NOT TO SAY OUR SENSES ARE ANY KIND 61
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THIS PHENOMENON OF
OFSERVING 7HE PARTS BUT
PERCEIVING 7THE VWWHOLE
HAS A WANIE.

IT'S
CALLED

CLOSURE.

SOME FORMS OF CLOSURE ARE
DELIBERATE INVENT/ONS OF
S7ORY7ELLERS TO PRODUCE

IN OUR DAILY LIVES, WE OFTEN
COMMIT CLOSURE, MENTALLY
COMPLETING THAT WHICH 1S
INCOMPLETE BASED ON PAS7
EXPERIENCE.

OTHERS HAPPEN AU7OMATICALLY,
WITHOUT MUCH &FFCORT7... PART
OF BL/SINESS AS USUAL.

SUSPENSE OR TO CHALLENGE
AUD/ENCES.

IN BECOGN/ZING AND RELATING |
70 O7THER PEOPLE, WE ALL ‘l

DEPEND AEAV/LY ON QUR LEARNED ||
1 ABILITY OF CLOSURE, L
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IN AN

INCOMPLETE

WORLD, WE

MUST DEPEND

ON CLOSURE

FOR OUR VERY a
SURVIVAL. Blrs

CLOSURE CAN TAKE
MANY FORMS. SOME E
SIMPLE, SOME COMPLEX. =
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) SOMETIMES, A MERE S$A~4PF OR

OUTLINVE 1S ENOUGH TO
TRIGGER CLOSURE.

THE MENTAL PROCESS DESCRIBED
IN CHAPTER 7000 WHEREBY
THESE LINES BECOME A FACE
COULD BE CONSIDERED CLOSURE.

EVERY TIME WE SEE

A PHOTOSRAPH
REPRODLICED IN A
NEWSPAPER OR
MAGAZINE, \WE

COMMIT CLOSURE.

OUR EYES TAKE IN
THE FRAGMIENTED,
BLACK-AND-WHITE
IMAGE OF THE
“HALF-TONE

--AND
TOPL\JR MINDS

§ TRANSFORM IT B --OF THE
INTO THE PHO, 7
REALITY " v




THIS IS ME WHEN | WAS 10
YEARS OLD. THIS WAS IN 4980.
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THAT SPACE
BETWEEN THE
PANELSY THAT'S
WHAT COMICS
AFICIONADOS HAVE
NAMED " 74
GUTTERY

AND DESPITE
ITS UNCEREMONIOUS
7/7LE, THE GUTTER PLAYS
HOST TO MUCH OF THE MAG/C
AND MYS7ERY THAT ARE
AT THE VERY AMEART7
OF comIcs”

HERE IN =
THE 2/MBO OF THE
GUTTER, HUMAN N\ ——
S — IMAGINATION =
TAKES TWO SEPARATE |— '
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NOTHING

1S Se&v gﬂ‘vang I
THE TWO ; s

BUT EXFERIENCE " Peek-A-Boo! Peek-A-Boo!

TELLS YOU SOMETHING
MUST BE THERE! | \F
| R £ s S
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BOTH 7/ME AND §PACE, OFFERING A JAGGED,
Sy 53‘57;533" TR S Tt OF LINCONNECTED MOMENTS.

& o || \O/ ®

QWS US TO CONNVEC7 THESE MOMENTS
AND MEAB;!;'A%E%JRCEC;\»—S TRLICT A CONTINLOUS, UNIFIED REALI7TY.

AND SINCE OUR -- THEN, IN A
/C 0,'502’;{,"?’;}” IS DEFINI!T/ION OF VERY REAL SENSE,
THE VOCABULARY OF COMICS HINGES ON comscs 18
COMICS, CLOSURE 1S THE ARRANGEMENT CLOSYRE!
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<3 THE VEIL

THIS IS ME \WHEN | WAS 10
VEARS OLD. THIS WAS IN 4980.

AND THIS IS A CLASS PHOTO. I'M SITTING ON THE FAR LEFT SO
VOU DON'T SEE ME. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLNAZ, MAHSHID,
NARINE, MINNA,




Step inside a point of view:

In the page you are working with:
 What do the characters (and the author) perceive and feel?
* What might they know about or believe?

* What might they care about?

What evidence do you have for your response? What information is missing?

<3 THE VEIL

THIS IS ME \WHEN | WAS 10
VEARS OLD. THIS WAS IN 4980.

AND THIS IS A CLASS PHOTO. I'M SITTING ON THE FAR LEFT S0
YOU DON'T SEE ME. FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: GOLNAZ, MAHSHID,
NARINE, MINNA.







< THE VEIL

THIS IS VL WHEN | Was % A,; WS 15 A CLASS PHO TYNA M YL FAR LFT S0
VEARS D, THd wal W a0 U DON'T SEL ME. FES .U" ': l‘ GHT: GUNAZ, MANSHD,
'u.;ﬁ.‘-\[, MaAA

B AES A REVOLUTION TOOK PLALE, 1T Was THEN CaME M00; THE VEAR IT MIAME
CATER CALLED "THE ISLAME REVOLUTEON™" DELIGATOLY TO WERAK THE VER AT SO0,




AND ALSO BECAUSE THE VEAR BEFORE, IN 19393, WHERE BOYS AND GIRLS WERE TOGETHER.
WE WERE IN A FRENCH NON—-RELI&IOU{ SCHoOL.

THIS IS CALLED A

“CULTURAL REVOLUTION #




EVERYWHERE IN THE STREETS THERE WERE DEMONSTRATIONS FOR AND AGAINST THE VEIL.

AT ONE OF THE DEMONSTRATIONS, A GERMAN | WAS REALLY PROUD OF HER. HER PHOTO WAS
JOURNALIST TOOK A PHOTO OF MY MOTHER. PUBLISHED IN ALL THE EUROPEAN NEWSPAPERS.

L AR ROV |

AND EVEN IN ONE MAGAZINE IN IRAN.
MY MOTHER WAS REALLY SCARED.

WORRY,
DARLING.




| REALLY DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO THINK ABOUT THE | WAS BORN WITH RELIGION,
VEIL. DEEP DOWN | WAS VERY RELIGIOUS BUT AS A
FAMILY WE WERE VERY MODERN AND AVANT-GARDE .,

AT THE AGE OF SIX | WAS ALREADY SURE | WAS THE LAST BEFORE ME THERE HAD BEEN A FEW OTHERS,
PROPHET, THIS WAS A FEW YEARS BEFORE THE REVOLUTION. o
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| WANTED TO BE A PROPHET... BECAUSE MY FATHER AND, ABOVE AlLL, BECAUSE
HAD A CADILLAC. MY GRANDMOTHER'S KNEES

BECAUSE % “ ‘ ALWAYS ACHED.

o 0T Car A S

WITH US.

DON'T WORRY,
SOON YOU WON'T
HAVE ANY MORE
PAIN. YOU'LL SEE.
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WE ALL MY PREDECESSORS
=AD MY HoLY B0OOK .

THE FIRST THREE RULES CAME FROM ZARATHUSTRA. HE was
THE FIRST PROPHET IN MY COUNTRY BEFORE THE ARAB INVASION.

YOU MUST BASE
EVERYTHING ON
THESE THREE RULES:
BEHAVE WELL,
SPEAK WELL,
ACT WELL.

J —
5

2,50 WANTED US T0 CELEBRATE THE TRADITIONAL BEFORE THE PERSIAN NEW YEAR, NOROUZ,
ON MARCH 2/19"'/ THE FIRST DAY OF SPRING.

SALATHUSTRIAN HOLIDAYS. LIKE THE FIRE CEREMONV/

RULE NUMBER SIX: EVERY-
BODY SHOULD HAVE A CAR.

RULE NUMBER SEVEN: ALL MAIDS SHOULD
EAT AT THE TABLE WITH THE OTHERS.

IN THAT CASE,
F'LL BE YOUR FIRST
DISCIPLE .

RULE NUMBER EIGHT: NO OLD PER-
SON SHOULD HAVE TO SUFFER .

BUT TELL ME HOW YOU'LL ARRANGE
FOR OLD PEOPLE NOT TO SUFFER?

SIMPLY BE
FORBIDDEN.




EVERY NIGHT | HAD A BiG DISCUSSION WITH GOD.

YES YOU ARE,
CELESTIAL LIGHT,
YOU ARE MY
CHOICE, MY LAST
AND MY BEST
CHOICE.

GOD, GIVE ME
SOME MORE TIME.
1| AM NOT QUITE

READY YET.

EXCEPT FOR MY GRANDMOTHER | \WAS
OBVICUSLY THE ONLY ONE WHO BELIEVED
IN MYSELF.

WHAT DO YOU
WANT TO BE WHEN
YOU GROW 0P?

MY PARENTS WERE CALLED N BY THE TEACHER,

YOUR CHILD 1S
DISTURBED. SHE WANTS
TO BECOME A PROPHET.




NONETHELESS, MY PARENTS
WERE PUZZLED.

S0 TELL ME,
¥ S @ (MY CHLD, WHAT'

¥ | b0 vou ant
TO BE WHEN
£5) Y0U GROW UP?

( | WANT TO BE A DOCTOR. ,

| FELT GUILTY TOWARDS GOD.

YOU WANT TO
BE A DOCTOR?
| THOUGHT THAT...

NO, NO, | WILL BE

4 PROPHET BUT 3
THEY MUSTN'T
KNOW. i







